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ASRC Institutional Biosafety Committee
Meeting Minutes: (May 8, 2026) – (11:30 AM to 12:00 PM)
	Attendees:

	Dr. Damien Marechal
	Alex Lanpher

	Dr. Pinar Ayata
	

	Dr. Ye He
	

	Dr. Tong Wang
	

	Elliot Quinteros, MS
	

	Thomas Dickson
	


Teleconference Call via Zoom 

A quorum was met, and the meeting was called to order at 11:35 AM.  
1. Policy / SOP Review and Approval
Status: Approved
PI Name: Dr. Parsa
ASRC rDNA #:  N/A – Viral – BSL2
Protocol: 2026-0057
Title: In vivo studies of lymphocyte dynamics and function 
Previous Action / Comments: Follow up review

2. Call to Order
The meeting was called to order to discuss Dr. Parsa’s request for approval to use LCMV Virus in his research protocol 2026-0057

3. Meeting Notes
Tom Dickson opened the meeting at approximately 11:35 AM once all members had joined. He asked the IBC members and attendees whether they had reviewed the previously distributed documents, and the members confirmed that they had.
Tom advised the committee that the purpose of the meeting was to discuss Dr. Parsa’s request to use LCMV Armstrong in his research. He then returned to the prior meeting minutes and asked the committee to review them for approval. A vote was called, and the committee approved the March 23 meeting minutes.

Tom briefly discussed concerns raised during past meetings, as well as the approval of the AAV rDNA submission. He explained that the proposed LCMV work represents the next progression of this research. He also discussed the anticipated setup of the CMU space for BSL-2 work. In addition, he advised the committee that the work is anticipated to begin in late summer or early fall pending IACUC approval.  Furthermore, the committee will most likely be meeting more frequently to discuss additional submissions from Dr. Parsa and his team as things progress.

Tom then reviewed all submitted documentation related to the proposed LCMV use. He began with the Biosafety Evaluation, which described the research, and then moved on to the source information for the virus, explaining that it would be obtained from a Mount Sinai laboratory.

During discussion of the virus source, Tom pointed out that the virus would be administered by injection. At that point, Dr. Marechal questioned how the virus would arrive at the CMU and where it would be stored, given the requirement for a -80°C freezer. Damien and Tom agreed that this issue could be further addressed during the IACUC submission process. However, the committee still expressed concern regarding proper storage and management, and Tom advised that the CMU would most likely need a dedicated -80°C freezer.
Tom shared an NIH publication regarding the LCMV Armstrong virus that highlighted its common use in research as well as examples of past laboratory-acquired infections. He then directed the committee to the section of the document indicating that the greatest potential for exposure was through inhalation of animal excretions, particularly during cage changes, while the risk associated with needle-stick injuries during research procedures was considered low.

Dr. Marechal advised the committee that Dr. Parsa and his research team would be the sole handlers of the mice, including all cage-changing activities. CMU staff would only conduct animal welfare checks. Tom also noted that, unlike many other IBC Chairs and Biosafety Officers, he personally handles waste management activities and therefore has a direct interest in ensuring the work is managed properly.

Tom also discussed a separate matter concerning odor reporting procedures, referencing an odor incident the previous day that resulted in an evacuation and shelter-in-place order for part of the afternoon.

Tom then called for a vote regarding approval of Dr. Parsa’s proposed use of LCMV. The committee members present voted unanimously to approve the request.
Before concluding the meeting, Tom advised attendees that they should reach out if they had any additional questions. He also stated that he would continue to keep the committee informed regarding the progress of this research.

5. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:59 AM.

Sincerely,
Thomas Dickson
ASRC IBC Chair
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